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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 134 


[Abstract:] Wants to make bid to supply mints with crucibles, etc. 
Copy 
(Printed Heading) 


Taunton, Mass. 
April 23, 1885 


Hon. P.A. Collins, 
194 Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sir: - 


For upwards of twenty years this corporation (the oldest engaged in the manufacturer of 
plumbago crucibles in this country) has not had the privilege of having its goods tested in the 
Phila. mint, nor has notice of the requirements of that department ever been sent us, that we 
might bid for the yearly supply. In our opinion this state of affairs has existed long enough. It is a 
disgrace to the Government that it should be allowed to exist and we simply ask of you, as the 
representative from this commonwealth that you lay the matter before the Director of the Mint at 
Washington and see if orders can not be issued to the several departments that notice of their 
annual requirements, with a list of the crucibles, covers, dips, stirrers &c. that may be wanted by 
each of the mints and assay offices, be mailed to us at least three weeks before the awards will be 
made. This will allow us ample time to present our bids, in competition with those which now 
have the trade, and we ask as a matter of right and justice that this be done, in addition to the 
usual advertising through the newspapers. This course of procedure has been adopted by the 
Assay office at New York but no where else so far as we are aware. All we ask is a fair field and 
no favors. 


Respectfully yours, 


Henry D. Atwood, Sec. 
Phoenix Mg. Co. 


[Noted on back:] 


Respectfully forwarded to Mr. Burchard, Director of the Mint, with request that the 
matter be attended to. 


P.A. Collins, 
MC. 


